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Ambassador Gerard Notified to . Mak Full In--

quiries at BeHin Liner Not Convoyed By
. Warships, Is Official Statement in London

' ;Ewo Americans Known to Be Among the List
C of Dead. '

AP
I

PALLING CONDITIONS

UBROyNDTHE, OLAli
Chairman of American Federation6f 'JJaborEx- -

' ecutive Committee Announces hat $10Sj-00- 0
Is Available toAid ,iri Movement JPojz

v Eight Hourlay:inBridgepoii

RSSTAR SHIRT STRIKE SILVER PL.ANT AND SIEMOlSrilRD
RUBBER FACTORY" NOWaiAlST

Scdy of Mrs. Bruguiere, One of Americans Lost,
. Said to Have Been Recovered Sixteen Pas-- ,

V sengers and Forty of Crew Perished in
: aster, Line Office Declares in Official
, ment. . . - . Scathing Arraigimienti

vertising BridgepoiitAs -- 'av "Cheap Xofooi
town Features Big Meeting o Star SMrti 'ARABIC NOT CONVOYED, SAYS LONDON

Strikers MoWersiPlan4JSetteidndMoiiati
r- A; fund o$106,O0O4KafilIlbe3

London,, Aug. 21- - The British- - government today
. authorized the statement that the4 steamship Arabic was
not being convoyed when she was torpedoed by a German

.submarine. - ' . , ,

Workers Claim They Are Subjected to Extortion-
ate Fines and That Even IJsury Is Practiced

x By Those. In Authority Over Them.

Charges that tyrannical conditions exist at the Star Shirt
Co., which .were never rivalled by any other, factory in this
neighborhood, were niade this morrilng at the mass meeting of
employes held in Eagles' hall. - ;

.

The system df "charges" was alleged to be most reprehen-
sible fand at the close of the meeting Bernard Abrams, general
organizer of the United Garment Workers,' of America, asserted
that theCsystem at that factory allowed the proprietors to have
a five per cent, advantage on .competitors, simply by fining 'its

better working conditions for gMshi:sBridg'eporis attb-conv- !

mand of the American Federation of Lab6r-oflicsal3ii- t Bridg&W
port, according to James 'cJie,hBirmanfhexecniivejcomONLY TWO AMERICANS LOST

' Washington, Aug. 21.Yice Consul Thompson's lat-
est --despatch .to the state department from Queenstown,
confirms the .White Star linte;s statement that only two

'Americans of the Arabic's passengers are unaccounted
for. They are Mrs. Josephine Sather Bruguiere of New
York and San JFrancisco, and-D-r. Edmund; F. W(&s of
Janesville, Wis. .

' J
;
' "

r-- . ;!..-
, :. Will Ask Gf nnajly to Explain. '

, Washington, Aug. 21 It was announced at the State De-

partment today that Ambassador Gerard probably will be di-.rec- ted

to call the German government's attention to the sinking
... of the White Star liner Arabic, and to invite an. explanation.

,
' This: was the first indication from any official source that

Germany, would have an opportunity to"give the reasons for the
attack apparently in disregard to President Wilson's solemn
warning 'that SyUch an act wpu Id be regarded as deliberately un-

friendly,'
" '

,
'

. - . )
The State Departmenlfs attitude is that If the German gov-

ernment has any facts which,, inits opinion, go to mitigate the
circumstances of the attack, such as an attempt to escape or an
attempt to resist or attack the submarine7the Berlin Foreign
Office should have opportunity to present them.- - Today's

moreover, indicates that before President Wilson
takes any action there may be some exchange of diplomatic

x ' 'communications. r - :

mittee,of the Federation. ;
'

Already, during the year startmgimJajiuaiy50,0C)Q"ha3
been spent in that effort dnvarious pactsMjf ghg ;Est$t j;

More developments were recorded "in hiaDor situation '

in Bridgeport today.
' r " ; '

.

TheHoImes & Edwards Co. , factory, known-asth- e fInterna-
tional Silver Go.,1 shut down atll-- oclockbecause 700 of its em-
ployes' had gone Jon strike 1

The :Siemon ,Iard Rubber3o. was at a standstill after 11
o'clQckr..whn itst.200 employes strucksf ar dFfry
and no reduction;n pay, after these demands had been refused
by the cwmpany. - ', . , ." V

1. The: three machinists - at the Hartmann Brewing Co. went
orr .strike at 11 o'clock. for better wages. - f ?' ' J

' V . Samuel M. 'Gompers, president of the American Federation
of Labor, telegraphed to ' this 'city that he would Jbe unable to
come. . He had been asked to assist in the adjustments here. v

A scathing attack ori the boardof trade featured the meet- - ,

ing of the Star ' Shirt Co. employes whe4 Samuel Martin, gen-
eral, organizeij; of, the International Ladies' Garment Workers'
Union, .bitterly denounced the board for ""bringing?manuf aetur-- k

ers here, on the promise that 'labor is cheap.' " . . v ;

f .Committees were appointed that will call on the bfficialsbf '

the Star Shirt C(. Monday to present. their grievances, The girls
and. men have separatevcommittees,' but tbey-unit-e. in demand-
ing the abolition of an "efficiency system" of charges which it
is asserted, is. tyrannical.

"

, .

- ;
? A" committee w-ait-

ed upon Waldo C. Bryant of the Bryant

employes.
Samuel Martini .general, organizer

of the International Ladies Garment
Workers' union, made- - a severe at-
tack on the 'board of trader saying
that it is advertising all over the east
that labor is cheap here. ' ' '

The .presentation of grievances 'by
the girls Tand young ureal of the fac-
tory occupied many hours, arid at the
close- the organizers declared they
were worse conditions ' than had been
experienced in' many years. ' .

One girl testified that she had Ibeen
fined $2.44 .out of an envelope of
$6.65 for ( damaging a. dozen, "10-12- "
cuffs,-whic- could be repaired for; a
few cents. , v

Another told how she had been sent
home for two wee'ks for attempting
to eat a piece- of cake, while at her
machine. , This system of . lay-of- fs is
customary it was testified.

One young man, with a. wife, and
family, testified that he was: in 'des-
perate circumstances- - with his wife
and child ill, .and he asked his em-
ployer to lend him $20. . He said-i- t
war given with the demand that ho
pay five per cent, interest every week.

'He didn't pay and was-"fired- ." "'

Am ironer asserted that he had
". 1. 1 i nt.,.vt flint VA

for 15cents and he was fined
several dollars.,' ' ' r

- uiris testified that when a long
stitch was put in a sleeve or any. other
mistake' was made the girl hadlto pay
the full price of the shirt and take
home the sleeve,unlaundered.

Two" weeks ago, it was asserted,Thomas v Purdy, the' superintendent,who has been there four months, cut
three cents on the wages due on' each
"dozen of work." v - . , ; .'

Pudry came in for much abuse. He
was said to have installed an efficiency
system that was treading down the
girls. Miss Mary Grimston, a fore-
woman, was censured severely for her
alleged custom of ' sending the girls
home or "firing" Aoa slight 'provoca-tion. .-

In that factory, the cutters testified,
they have been informed, that not the
clock, but the factory whistle will" tell
the time. . The second whistle blows,
it was said, at three minutes before 7
o'clock,, at.which everyone must.be at
his bench 'or have 15 'minutes taken1
off the time due , him. Three times
late means discharge.
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Pprte Will Be Asked to Ex-

plain At Once On Free- -

dom of ' Movements of
Italians Now In "That
Country. .

Bulgarian Army .Gathering
On Turkish Frontier
Italian and Austrian

, Aeroplanes ' in Battle in
Sky. - ,

:

Paris, Aug. ,21 The Italian
ambassador to. Constantinople.
says a Rome despatch to the
Ma.tin, has been instructed to
hand to the Porte a note ask
ing : for a. formal categoric
statement as to departure of
Italians from the Turkish
sessions- - f ,

The note is couched in term's
admitting no evasion. - Without
being an ultimatum . it calls
upo the Turkisl government
to declare yes or no wnetner
Italians will be- - permitted- - to
leave and-when- ." ;."

Xjondon, Aug. 21 The correspond-
ent at Rome ot the Exchange Tele-
graph Company says that the Italian'
note is In the nature of an ultimatum,
and - that the - reply of the Porte is
expected today,,.;.

French And British
Officially (Declare

Cotton Contraband
"N-T- 7 ' "

Paris, Autg. 21 The French Foreign
office announces that the Journale
Officiate tomorrow morning will con-
tain an announcement by the French

rand British governments declaringcotton ' absolute contraband of- war.

GERMANS TAKE ANOTHER
FORTRESS IN POLAND

Berlin, Aug. . 21, via London The
Germans have captured the B.ssian
town of Bielak, 25 miles south of Bia-lysto- k,

and haVe driven the Russians
over the Biala River, according to an
official announcement given out to-
day- by .the German army headquar-
ters staff." ; -

SCHOOL GIRL DIES

AFTER OPERATION

UPOfl HER TONSILS
Branch R. West, the 13. year old

daughter of .Mrs.. Edmund "Derosiers
of East Broadway, Stratford, passed
away suddenly yesterday afternoon,
after an operation yesterday .for .en-
larged tonsils.' . .

' : i

Following . the operation ' a kern-morrha- ge

began.. The girl was re?
moved from; the doctor's office where
the operation .had taken place y 'St.
Vincent's hqsptial, but; it was itfiposr
slMe to . staunch" the flow ; of . blood
and she died a short time later. .Until
May, Miss West and her parents lived
in t this - city. - She atended. Lincoln
school ' and Newfield . gunday school;
After removing to Stratford she

Bethany Mission.
She was a young girl whose sweet

manner made her a great favorite and
jfshe had a host" of "friends " b'othf iii

Bridgeport; and Stratford. Her rel-
atives are prostrated by her death.
The body has been removed to the
home of her grandmother, Mrs.

of '933 Strtaford- - ave-
nue whence the funeral will b held.'

Medical Examiner Garlick' said the
case had been reported to him and
that on investigation he found the J

child, died of shock and loss of blood
following the operation. He said he
Bftw.-n- reason for a further., investi-
gation

fiose Belongings v When ,

Tashua Hkse Burns
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Cotton of

Tashua, lost all their belongings in a
fire early this weety. It was at first
reported that a trunk of valuables had
been recovered, but this is erroneous
and the Cottons are now dependent
on the kindness of neighbors.

Electric" Go. this morning to. demand a 2o-cen- ts a day flat rate
No decision was reachedincrease for the-gir- ls in the factory.

by. the company. .; : '
The first i gun of the campaign to get better conditions for?

the many moulders "iri the' city was fired last night-when-Josep-

F. Valentine, a member of the executive committee of 'the A. F.
of Ij., and an officer In the Metal Trades Union, came to this-city- ,

to getcquainted with conditions. Demands on factories em--
ployed moulders are likely to

One young man testified that a mis-
take had been made in the office and
he ywas fined $3.18. When he. pro-
tested, Jie "was told to pay or get out.
He rid.The entire plant, is Idle today. One
cutter 'refused to; go Out but was - sent
home-t- hi morning because there was
no Work; for him. , Probably abbnt?) 230
employes are out at this factory.' :

'
v,

Three ' cutters;,: two spreaders, and
.one' sloper were- appointed on a com-
mittee . for the men. ' They will meet
agaVmr at 10: o'clock Monday morningwith: the girls- in Eagles' hall. They
want the-- ' eight hour, the abolition of
the charges, the same pay for '48 hours
as for Sa, and time and a. half for over-
time. ' "- . ,

Some of the girls asserted they work
two hours extra "dampening" for
which they receive nothing. .

The . girls' committee has the same
grievences as nave the men, with sev-
eral added. The girl will meet-agai- n

Monday and then the committees will
call on the factory proprietors. j

. ULt. Abrams asserted that the girtsare paying the rent of the plant with
their fines and charges. The company
makes J50 per cent, on its cotton byf. .iii- -- i i
spool when nine is paid, he said. On
the needles, which may be obtained at
the rate of a dozen for two cents, the
girls are obliged to pay 'two cents
apiece when, they break them. '
, "When he makes the claim that he
can't pay what you ask because - he
has prison Competition," by Abranrs
said, "dor't believe him. He doesn't
thave to compete with prison labor be-
cause the retailers are not buying the
prison garments."
',. Mr. Abrams said the Star Shirt .Co.
can'f make any shirts while the. cut-
ters are out, and - they will, have to
grant, the girls' demands.

Mr. Martin asserted:. "This strike
is a protest, in a. way, against , the
board" ot trade In this city, who have
been telling manufacturers arouintM
the ""east to r come to Bridgeport (b-
ecause labor Js cheap. They have- - open-
ed Bridgeport to these manufacturers
by ' getting ,

- them exemptions from
taxes, exemption from water .and gas
charges. They are bringing these men
here to. employ what' labor V they .can
under .the cheapest possible condi
tions They are 1 malting Bridgeport'a cheap town. "

ABE RUEF GETS

FREEDOM TODAY
"'

... N

San Francisco, Aug. 21 Abraham
Rueff, once a power, in San Francisco
politics, serving a 14-ye- ar sentence
for bribing a San Francisco supervi-
sor, was - paroled today from - San
Quentin penitentiary by the state
biard'of prison directors. i

s
TENNIS GHAMPtON

y .

Newport, R. I., Aug. his-
tory repeated itselt today in the vic-
tory of R. Norris Williams 2nd, of
Philadelphia, over Maurice E. Mc-

Laughlin. of San Francisco in the final
contest for the Casino cup on the
same court on which Williams won
from McLoughlin the' title of national'
champion a year ago.

; Although a big sign was placed on tne huilding of the Salt's
Textile Co., informing the .fprkers that everybody is welcome
and the workers Are, desired back, none returned this morning. I

'
Not only were the machines of the factory af . a standstill, j

but the plumbers and electricians' helpersalked out this morn--

ing. . , ':' ..
' y 'v

"

, The first Laundry Workers' Union ever organized in Bridge
was formed last night and Miss katherine Stein, of the

Crawford plant, was elected president. ;
'

.' A conference will be held this evening with --George E. Craw- - ',

ford of the Crawford Laundry Co', in the Effort to settle his firm's i

difference's. '

.
-

,
". : -- .

:

SILVER CO EMPLOYES STRIKE

WHEN LUOLUM REFUSES THEIR

DEMANDS; HIS ANSWER "FINAL'
BRIDGEPORT

It i uadorstood that the State Ie- -'

ipartmsnt's policy la to . show the ut
moat ' deliheratloii consistent with the
dellcaXo question and to' omit no op- -,

portimity of avoiding a severance of
relations with Germany so long as
thre' is & reasbnable expectation that
a f sufficient excuse can be given for

'th fiiniiing f the-Arabi- c. '

Secretary Lansing said he could do
' more now than had been done and was

continuing , to await official informal
tion necessary to determine the gov-
ernment's course.

i Although it. has been reported Jrhat
the Qeffloan. "embassy bad evidence
that Captain' Finch of the Arabic had

' been. warned and attempted tp escape
' before ther torp&do wa discharged, it

was said, at the State Department that
no information, of- - that kind had been
received from tt 'German .' embassy,
or from any other 'omcial quarter.- -

,

Vio Consul Thompson' 3 despatches
from; Queenstown this morning con-
firmed the "White Star statement thatx

it had.; tien deflnitely determined that-onl- y

two Americans were lost. It ; was
the first omcial agreement of Araeri-- "
can losses. Nothing new was received
from Ambassador Page.1 v.-

MRS. BRUGIERE'S BODY
IS REPORTED FOUND

New York, Aug. 21 The body" of
Mrs. Josephine Brugiere, - one of the
two Americans lost, has been found;
the White Star line announced today.
This information was based on a con-
versation, it was said, with Mrs. Mar-
ion Bruguiere, the dead woman's
daughter-in-la- w, fwho was quoted as
eaying she had received a cable mes-
sage to that effect, v

Stratford Avenue v

- Bridge Bonds : Sold
To Hew York Broker

Sidney, Spitzer & Co.,. of New Tork,
Who offered a premium of 111,205 on
the $400,600' Stratford avenue bridge
bond issue, were' the highest bidders
wheat the bids were opened in the
city auditor' office today. ,They.
will have the "sale of the bonds.. Their
neit closest competitor was Estabrwok
& Co., of Boston, who offered a pram-i-ur- rt

of $10,941.04. Other bidders
were Merrill, Oldham & Co., of Bos-
ton, who have already t4k!en many
municipal bond issues of this city; R.
I. Day & Co.r Harris, Forbers & Co.,
Tl; K. Roilirjs & Co., Hincks Bros. &

"WEATHER FORECAST

Unset! led, . showery wetther
irrurht and Sunday.

ben miller, son
of Banker, falls
, DEAD IN STREET

Stricken ith heart disease . as he
stood talking with some neighbors at
the water tank in Cornwall Center,
Benjamiri' MHler, -- former resident
here and son of "ra.nk Miller, banker
and merchant, fell 1 dead about 6
o'clock last evening, - Mr, Miller who
was tax collector of the town of Corn
wall had appearerd in his usual
health all-da- y and had' just left, his
office to go to, his home. Severkl ,of
his friends stood near the wsttep' tank
and as he passed he stopped to listen
to the discussion, aboutthe great war
in Europe.- ' '.'"."' o ' '"""'

Suddenly he appeared to, turn pur
pie about the- - throat. : Then before
his friends could offer assistance he
sank down dead. He was- carried
nome ana meaicai attendance was
summoned but- to; avail.
- Mr. Mille-- was about, 40 years "of
age and wai widely known
port wnere n reiuea irom Duynopauntil about seven years ago when he
went, to live in Cornwall. . He .was
born in Hartford but came to Bridge.
port with : is parents when", . very
youngs He. attended the public schools
here and was' graduated from' the
Bridgeport High school. Thereafter
he became identified with his father's
diversified business interests and la-
ter was made manager of the Frank
Miller Coal Co. - v ' '.

In 1900, ; he married Susan J. Jar- -

vis, daughter of Mrs. William Jarvis
of this city. His widow and six chil-
dren, three boys and three girls and
his father survive him.'also one broth- -'

er, Stephen, of San Francisco. ' When
his father disposed of the coal busi-
ness in this city, Mr.-- Miller went .to
live in Cornwall where has has lived
ever' since rarely coming here. His
funeral services' will be held in' the
home where he lived in Cornwall but
the body'will be brought here for bur-
ial. ... ,

FIRE - IJJ CLOTHES CIXJSET.

One-- of the children in the family
of Joseph G. Commette, Henry street,
lighted a candle to seek belongings in
the clothes closet. The flame of the
candle caught on to a coat in. the
closet. Firemen from Company Jfo.
9 quenched the games with chemi-
cals; "'.'.

ANNOCNCpEIGi -

follow. . ; -

BRASS"

ment from th employes. '
- With the swinging into line of the

Bridgeport" Brass Co., 2,000" more em-
ployes, have been 'added to the list of
those made , happy in Bridgeport by
bettep working conditions, in the last
few weeks.- ThiSj is one of the biggest
concerns in - the city and the firm's
voluntary action is greeted by labor
leaders as an indication that the big-
ger manufacturers are observing the
trend of the times and are treating
with their workmen in a
manner. - - ' .

'No . overtime arrangements have
been made because little Is done. The
straight shift is - general but the two
shift system is used''ii some of-- the
departments. V

- A- - few. days ago the company an'
nounced the. installation of a. 50-ho- ur

week, . Now, it has "granted the work-
ing hours for which the union, work-
ers of Bridgeport are striviusc

DAY F0R 2,000
: Every employe of the International
Silver Co.-- locally known as the Holmes
& Edwards factory, is now on strike.
Those, who remained ' at work --when
several hundred of their fellow work-
men' struck yesterday, all , walked out
today at Nil o'clock. In consequence" it
was- necessary- - to stop, the power and
close down- - the plant.There are JO empjloyes of the plantnow out demanding the eight hour day
with 10 hour wages and a 10 per cent,
increase in " wages, also a number of
minor concessions.- - Some 450 polishers,
buffers, stampers and press hands
walked out yesterday after President
Jam?s G. Ludlum. general( manager of
the company and president of the
Manufacturers' association, explained
it would be impossible to grant their
demands.

At.l o'cloek this afternoon a mass
meeting was held in Sc. Joseph's hall
in Barnum avenue, at which nearly
every: employe of the factory ' was
presen, Meetings had been held
yesterday afternoon and last night.
George Hughes, presided at the meet-
ing today and Benjamin Dworkin was
secretary. Many of the employes
declared that working conditions had

(Continued on Page Two)

The Bridgeport Brass' Co. notified
its employes yesterday that the eight-ho- ur

day has been decided upon by
the company and that it will he insti-
tuted Monday. , f ."'

This will affect more ttian 2,0b0 em-

ployes, according to Guy P. Miller,
treasurer of the concern.

Mr. Miller' was asked if he thinks
the eight-hour day improves effl-cTe'n-

; - "That remains to be seen," he said.
' The shops of -- the company have
been running on ,the 65-ho- ur week
basis.: No reduction will be made in
wages. . ' " "

'"The announcement . was purely(

voluntary," Mr. Miller asserted. "Our
employes didn't make- - any demands.
As far as.wenow they are perfectly
satisfied with the idea." , - -

The notice was posted on the bul-
letin board of the factory yesterday
and It attracted much favorable com

V


